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ST. PETERSBURG – Under
clear skies, hundreds of people
packed into the Legacy Gardens
of The Woodson African American Museum of Florida to watch
history unfold as Ken Welch became the first African American
to be elected mayor of the City of
St. Petersburg.
In 2021, 118 years after the
city’s incorporation, it is still a
monumental feat for a Black person to lead the Sunshine City.
Steeped in a history of segregation and Jim Crow laws, St. Pete
is just now putting its practices

under a microscope with a commissioned structural racism
study.
Although the study finds inequities in nearly all facets of life
in the city, the Nov. 2 election signifies that change is here.
“This is what unity looks like,
and this is what progress looks
like,” said Welch after taking to
the stage with his wife, Donna,
daughters Keonna and Kenya,
and extended family.
Welch is a third-generation St.
Pete resident who served on the
Pinellas County Commission for
20 years. He’s lived all his life in
south St. Pete and witnessed his
family business and house of wor-

ship razed in the name of
progress. His perspective and upbringing distinguish him from
any other mayor in the city’s history.
Introducing
Mayor-elect
Welch was 26-year-old Kymbriell
Finch, the granddaughter of
Courageous 12 member Freddie
Crawford. Her grandfather, along
with 11 other Black men, sued the
city to end racial discrimination in
the St. Petersburg Police Department back in 1965.
Addressing the racially diverse crowd filled with supporters
of all ages, Welch said his victory
confirms that the people want
leadership that will move the city

forward and not backward.
“The people said that
progress means safe and healthy
neighborhoods, where every
child sees opportunity and hope.
And health, education, and nutrition, disparities are addressed as
priorities,” said Welch. “The people said that progress means
smart growth that protects our
environment, invests in our infrastructure, and maintains St. Pete’s
character.”
Welch listed a few issues he
will take on once in office, such as
housing affordability, growth
management, transportation options, affordable water bills, crime
See MAYOR, page 8

Black voters a vital force in
true multicultural victory
BY GYPSY GALLARDO
TheBurgVotes.com

ST. PETERSBURG – Kenneth T. Welch was elected Nov.
2 with a resounding 60 percent
of the vote, becoming the 54th
mayor of the City of St. Petersburg and the first African American ever chosen to be the city’s
chief executive. His backers –
Black and white – turned in
record-high vote counts.
Welch’s was the largest
margin of victor y in an open
mayoral contest since St. Pete
transitioned to the strong
mayor form of government in
1993. He beat Robert Blackmon by nearly 21 points (60.5
percent to 39.5 percent). That’s
one and a half times the 14-

point margin of former Mayor accounted for 25 percent of stood with Welch in this elecRick Baker over Kathleen Ford Welch’s vote total. For compar- tion. For comparison’s sake,
in 2001.
ison, majority-Black precincts that’s more than current Mayor
African Americans were a were 19 percent of Baker’s sup- Rick Kriseman won in 2017
vital force in Welch’s election. port base in 2001 and nearly 23 (28,761, which was a record at
The
city’s
majority-Black percent of Kriseman’s vote total the time).
precincts turned in their in 2013.
As one activist obser ved:
biggest ever ballot total –
Welch drew strong support “Welch clearly won a mandatenearly 12,000. The precincts in from other groups, including style victory.”
question also gave Welch their white Democrats (and a sizable
highest vote share since the number of Republicans and in“You could see in the auditurn of the centur y (85 per- dependents, too, if pre-election ence last night, with people of
cent).
polling is reliable).
all ages, race groups and backDespite the absence of the
grounds, together in celebra“south of Central” drama surrounding
past
elections, Mayor-elect Ken Welch became the first African-American
mayor of St. Petersburg after the Nov. 2 election.
AfricanAmerican
voters
showed up in force to support
Welch.
Welch’s non-south side vote tion,” said Esther Matthews,
Though
majority-Black also broke a record. Over president of the St. Petersburg
precincts are home to only 18 30,300 voters outside of major- NAACP, who attended Welch’s
percent of eligible voters, they ity-Black
precincts
See VOTERS, page 9
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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From a Teen’s Perspective
BY DACIA JACKSON
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rendered in 1945. The
end of the war was the
beginning
of
The
United Nations.
Years
later,
Armistice Day was reWhether it’s “This We’ll Defend,” “Semper
Fidelis,” or “Aim High, Fly Fight Win,” we thank named Veterans Day in
1971 due to the Veterour veterans for their service.
ans Administration’s
A hero is someone current German leader, push to change it after
who has given his or her Kaiser
Wilhelm, the number of people
life to something bigger stepped down on Nov. who passed away or
than oneself — Joseph 9, preceding the Treaty were injured during
Campbell
of Versailles signed by WW II. Veterans Day at
The wise words Germany in 1919. That the time was celebrated
from American mythol- same year, President oddly on Oct. 25, then
ogist, writer, and lec- Wilson declared Nov. later changed to Nov.
turer Joseph Campbell 11 as Armistice Day.
11 in 1975, and officially
remind me of those
Veterans Day was starting in 1978.
who have served in the originally
called
To be specific, Vetmilitary as much as Armistice Day, honor- erans Day is a celebrathose who are cur- ing the signing of the tion for those who have
rently serving. Our Armistice Agreement or are serving in the
country has survived by Germany. The defi- military, and Memorial
numerous wars be- nition of armistice is Day is for those who
cause of those who simply a truce. A treaty, served and passed
fight for our country, if you may, but a cease- away. From then to
which we consider our fire, nonetheless. So, now, Veterans Day is an
home.
Veterans Day is ob- unforgettable day that
To celebrate a holi- served on Nov. 11 be- should remind everyday made specifically to cause that is the official one of the appreciation
honor people who have day the war ended.
that should be given to
formerly served in the
WW II, also known those who have served.
military is not just to as the second world
Out of appreciation
celebrate one person, war, and so far, the last, of our veterans, my sibbut to celebrate them started in 1939 and lings and I have volunall. Those who have ended in 1945. This war teered several years at
served and those who could have been influ- our local Veterans Adare currently serving, enced by several events ministration. As a
thank you!
that were occurring at daughter, granddaughWorld War I was a that time. Either way, ter, and cousin of family
tragic time in the revo- Germany’s decision to members who have or
lution of France, Amer- invade Poland in 1939 who are serving, I apica, Italy, Russia, Japan, then threaten Great preciate our veterans
and Great Britain, Britain and France in and military!
where far too many 1940 was set in stone.
Thank you for your
people were lost. The
This
decision sacrifices, service, and
cause of the war is marked the beginning dedication to our coundetrimental to the un- of the deadliest war this try. The significance of
derstanding of why it world has ever seen this day will never be
lasted so long.
that included many of forgotten. So, as this
The cause or begin- the world’s countries. week comes to an end,
ning of it all cannot be Now, this war did not we should make it a
tracked back to any one just become a global habit to thank those
event just MAINE (mil- conflict. It was not until who have served for
itary, alliances, imperi- Japan attacked Pearl their service.
alism, nationalism, and Harbor, Hitler invaded
Dacia Jackson is a
specific events). An ex- Russia, Nazis killed mil- teen journalist, author,
ample of a particular lions of Jewish people, and artist with aspiraevent would be like the and Britain suffered the tions of becoming an atmurder of Archduke Britain Battle and the torney. She is currently
Franz Ferdinand.
Blitz, did it then offi- pursuing an interest in
Years of fighting cially become a global journalism while attendended with Germany conflict.
ing a Florida online
losing the war. The reaThe casualties of school. Dacia is honest,
son behind Germany this war have been esti- ambitious, and tenawithdrawing
their mated to be around 70 cious, so her column will
troops was that they re- to 85 million. WW II always be truthful, exalized they would never ended through several traordinarily unique,
win the war. The then- treaties, and Japan sur- and hopefully impactful.
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Courageous Conversations:
Gun violence in St. Pete

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF LARGO
Federal, State, Local
Housing and Community Development Programs
FY 2020-2021 & FY 2021-2022 Funding

NOTICE OF FUNDING AVAILABILITY
COVID-19 Pandemic Response – Housing Navigation Services

On Oct. 26 at Bethel Community Church, the community
came together to dialogue about healthy ways of dealing with
trauma and solutions to combatting gun violence
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –Gun
violence in St. Pete has become an epidemic that can
no longer afford to be ignored. It has affected the
safety and mental health of
many in the community.
On Oct. 26 at Bethel Community Church, the community came together to
dialogue about healthy
ways of dealing with
trauma and solutions to
combatting gun violence.
Local advocate Corey
Given Jr moderated the
conversation, saying the
community has ignored
the gun violence problem
for far too long.
“But we understand
that we can no longer do
that because gun violence
is slowly but surely creeping its way into our own
personal lives.”
Givens, who lost his
best friend to gun violence
in 2012, said we want to
make sure that we are
proactive and not reactive
when addressing this serious issue. Gun violence
deaths traumatize not only
those in the immediate
family, he said, but in the
entire community.
With 28 homicides in
the city in 2021, St. Pete is
on track to have its highest
numbers in a decade. Of
those 28, St. Petersburg
Police Chief Anthony Holloway said 27 had been
solved. He attributed most
of these murders to arguments or domestic disagreements, as people
often resort to deadly force
to settle disputes.
“Instead of having a
conversation,” he said, “it’s
easier to just pick up a gun
and pull that trigger. Once
that bullet leaves that gun,
it’s too late to say, ‘I’m
sorry.’”
Maress Scott, whose
son Marquis was killed in
2019 and founder of the
Black St. Pete Pledge program, said nothing could
prepare you for the pain
you feel when you lose
your child, and he has
learned to lean on his faith
and God for support.
Givens noted that
clergy members must be
at the forefront of this conversation, as the church
plays a significant role in
combatting the epidemic
that is gun violence.
“I commend our faithbased leaders who understand that the church has
to be at the center of his
conversation if we’re to do
anything about it,” he said,
“because when we come to
these funerals, it’s too late.”
Nikkie Davenport was
also one of the panelists
whose life has been upended by gun violence.
Her son, Dominique Harris, was shot dead by police. He also has been
accused of Scott’s son.
Both parents were willing
to sit on the panel together

and have an open discussion because they wanted
peace.
Davenport said her son
wasn’t an angel but was
ambitious, loving and loyal.
The 20-year-old was shot
and killed by police outside
a convenience store last
December after wounding
an officer in a gunfight.
“Just a stop at a store
changed my whole life,”
Davenport said, her voice
breaking. “Imagine talking
to your child five minutes
before his life is taken. My
whole life has changed.
My kids, they’re not the
same. They lost their
brother. It’s a silence in the
house.”
Davenport still questions the way police handled the events that led to
her son’s death, saying
they could have disarmed
him or tased him instead
and expressed the need for
bodycams.
“There need to be
bodycams because you
have to know the facts,”
she said. “I still don’t know
what my son did. I can only
go by what they tell me,
but I can’t say what they
told me is the truth.”
After the shooting,
Davenport said she had
difficulty getting any information directly from the
police and insisted that
communication needed to
be better.
Mental health clinician
Dr. Brittany Peters noted
the importance of scrutinizing contributing factors
to gun violence in a community, such as rising
poverty rates and income
disparities.
“We know that when
there’s a rise in high
poverty in areas that
there’s low access to things
that people need in order
to survive,” she pointed
out. “That is food. That is
water. When our basic
human needs are not met,
we struggle.”
Young Black men and
boys suffer from a lack of
mentors as well, and with
parents often away at work,
“we lose our youth to
who’s hanging out in the
streets, so they feel like
they belong, they’re getting handed guns,” she
said.
Starlett Clark, whose
17-year-old son Gabriel
Wallace was killed in 2015,
said she is dealing with depression after her son’s
slaying and said the violence must stop.
“I don’t want to see any
other mother lose their son
because it’s very hard,”
she said. “I deal with this
every day. Night and day, I
cry. My children are all out
of order because they’re
hurting.”
She advocated for a
greater police presence in
the neighborhoods to help
curb violence.
Holloway said the city’s
force is engaging in “smart
policing,” where officers

use a fishing pole rather
than a net. Rather than arresting five suspects, he
said, “let’s pick that one
person out that is causing
a problem,” instead of interrupting five lives.
He said the city can’t
arrest its way out of the
problem, adding that “if
you committed a crime,
we’re coming to get you,
but if you need help, we’re
here to help.”
John Bailey, an ex-offender who was released
last year after serving over
28 years, said it can be
stressful to return to society after imprisonment due
to the stigma of incarceration. He now actively participates in programs that
offer guidance and advice
to young people, such as
Not My Son, and spends
time talking to other returning citizens adjusting
after prison.
“They really need
someone like me just to
walk them through,” Bailey said.
Scott explained that it is
not just up to groups and
programs to help curb violence among young people, as everyone in the
community can reach out
to the youth and have
meaningful conversations.
In founding Black St. Pete
Pledge, he aimed to do just
that.
“My goal was to get the
conversation to plant a
seed in personal accountability for the safety of our
communities,” he said.
Peters noted that adverse childhood and community experiences could
increase our risk of developing mental health issues,
which sometimes figures
in fatal shootings. Community violence, living in a
household where there’s
intimate partner violence,
undiagnosed
mental
health, or a home where a
parent goes to jail can all increase the risk.
Bailey explained that
getting to the root of the
problem is crucial, and parents must remain connected with their kids, as
they can be susceptible to
peer pressure and lead
astray.
Scott grew up in a violent area in Chicago,
where he experienced his
share of violence firsthand
and even spent time in
prison
before
going
straight.
The message he would
give to any young man out
there who thinks things
are hopeless:
“It’s not over. It’s not
over unless you give up,”
Scott said. “You can overcome all the barriers in
your life. You might not live
high and mighty, but you
can live honorably. You can
live honorably and make a
living, and you can take
care of your family.”
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com

The City of Largo will open an application cycle for Housing Navigation
Services in response to the COVID-19 Pandemic on November 17, 2021.
• Objective: Provide housing navigation services to help locate housing units
and place residents who have been displaced during the Pandemic or are in imminent risk of displacement into permanent housing. Due to significant increases in
rents and low housing supply that has become exacerbated in Largo during the
COVID-19 Pandemic, combined with higher health risks associated with dislocation and homelessness, housing navigation services are an important component
to COVID-19 Pandemic response and recovery to help people find and get access
to permanent housing.
• Housing Navigation Services would actively seek out available housing units
and coordinate with landlords and property managers to coordinate access to
those units for households served through this program. Eligible households
would include households being housed in units in Largo City limits or households whose last/current place of permanent residence was in the City of Largo
into permanent housing within or outside Largo. Households served in the
program must be low- or moderate-income (not exceeding 80% Area Median
Income) and will be required to self-certify their income in order to receive
these housing navigation services.
• These services are not intended to provide full case management but can be
used in conjunction with Rapid Re-Housing Programs, housing voucher programs, and other such programs to identify housing units if these services are
not replacing existing services or supplanting funding for services provided
through other funding (no duplication of benefits). The scope of services can
also include serving those households that are not currently enrolled in rehousing programs but are at risk of homelessness to find permanent housing.
• The City estimates up to a total of $100,000 funded through FY 2020-2021
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) and CDBG-CV (CDBG
Covid response funding).
• Funding can be used for housing navigation staffing costs and rent/utility deposits. The position would either be dedicated full time, or a proportionate
share of a part-time services that are directly focused to this program serving
Largo.
• One agency will be selected for Housing Navigation Services and the period
of performance will be one year with the potential for up to two additional annual extensions based on performance and funding availability.
• Applications will be evaluated based on agency experience, past performance,
timeframe for implementation of services and cost structure.
TO APPLY: All applications must be submitted electronically through the City
of Largo’s online application. The application will open on November 17, 2021.
The application instructions and application link will be available on the City of
Largo's website at: www.largo.com/housing on the Public Notices section on the
main page starting on November 17, 2021. Interested parties may call or email
the City of Largo’s Housing Division for assistance with the online application at:
phone: (727) 586-7489 ext. 7212 or email: housing@largo.com. Proposals must
be submitted electronically through the City’s online application
program no later than 5:00 p.m. on December 20, 2021.
Ongoing Programs and Activities:
The City is accepting applications on an ongoing basis through this fiscal year
2021-2022 for programs funded by CDBG, State Housing Initiatives Partnership
(SHIP) and Home Investment Partnership (HOME) for:
• Downpayment Assistance Program: This program can provide downpayment
and closing cost assistance for first-time homebuyers.
• Owner-Occupied Housing Rehabilitation Program: This program can assist
with costs for item such as roof replacement, energy improvements (air conditioner replacement, insulation).
• Affordable Housing Development Program: Theis program assists with the
creation of new affordable rental housing developments, mixed income rental
developments and housing developments for homebuyers. Multi-unit developments may also be eligible for affordable housing density bonuses.
For more information or to apply for these programs, visit the Housing Division
website at: www.largo.com/housing, email: housing@largo.com, or call: (727) 5867489 ext. 7314 (Housing Rehabilitation or Downpayment Assistance) or ext. 7212
(Affordable Housing Development).
The City anticipates funding to be available in FY 2021-2022 for its Rental Unit
Rehabilitation Program and is immediately accepting contact information to be
placed on a waiting list for this program to be notified when applications become
available. Contact the City of Largo’s Housing Division to apply: email: housing@largo.com; or call: (727) 586-7489 ext. 7314. Improved units must serve at
low/moderate income households (80% area median income and below) and will
have maximum rent rates associated with the program. Improvements may include
items such as health and safety improvements, energy efficiency improvements
and/or storm hardening items (ex. new roofs/windows).

3

COMMUNITY NEWS
4

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2021

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

Segregated Sand: Florida’s Beaches in the Civil Rights Movement
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

SARASOTA – The
Sarasota African American Cultural Coalition
(SAACC) held a free online history course to discuss the history of
segregation of Florida’s
biggest draw: its beaches.
The discussion dissected
some of the landmark
protests over the state’s
segregated beaches in the
1950s and 60s.
Vickie Oldham, president of the SAACC, said
Sarasota’s history of desegregating Lido beach is
one of the most important
civil rights stories coming
out of the city.
“The work of Newtown activists in organizing these caravans and
‘wade-ins,’ they are listed
in the U.S. Civil Rights
Trail,” she said.
Historian at the State
Archives of Florida, Dr.
Josh Goodman, said the
state’s unique geography
ensured beaches would
become a prominent “battleground” in defeating
Jim Crow laws during the
Civil Rights Movement. In
the days of segregation,
most of the beaches were
reserved for whites, and if
African Americans had
any beach access at all, it
had to be completely separate.
“Gaining that access
generally required a protracted fight, and sometimes it was not possible
at all to obtain public
beach access,” he said.
Goodman said that
Black Americans found
ways to circumvent and
later openly resist this
form of segregation.
At the turn of the 20th

century,
industrialist
Henry Flagler established
one of the first private
Black
beaches
on
Florida’s east coast, Manhattan Beach. Initially purposed as a relaxation spot
for the Black workers at
his Continental Hotel near
Jacksonville, it soon became a tourist attraction
for African-American families from all over the
Southeast.
“Black labor unions,
church congregations,
scout troops, all kinds of
African-Americans groups
were coming to this area,”
Goodman noted.
In the 1930s, American Beach, just north of
Jacksonville, was established by a Black business
— the Afro-American Life
Insurance
Company.
Though it also began as a
perk for company employees, it wound up establishing an entire community
there. Black families purchased land in that area,
and new Black businesses
emerged just to serve the
growing
number
of
tourists.
In time, Florida’s
Black residents began to
take on Jim Crow more directly. They participated
in nonviolent “wade-ins”
in Miami as far back as
the 1940s to gain access
to beaches that were offlimits to them. They simply waded into the water
of white beaches in
protest. In time, such
protests would take place
in Sarasota.
Initially,
Sarasota’s
Black residents wanted a
public beach facility established for them. By the
early 1950s, local entrepreneur and Newtown
resident Mary Emma

Beach-goers assembled for a group portrait by the bath house
at Butler Beach - Anastasia Island, Florida.
Jones made such a request at the Manatee
County
Commission
meeting.
The county formed a
committee to mull over
this problem, but ultimately nothing got accomplished. By 1955,
Goodman said, the county
was considering selling its
public beach facilities to
private owners. As this
was just after the Brown v.
Topeka Board of Education decision, private companies would then be
responsible for setting
their own rules and regulations. However, the governor made it clear that
he would not support
such actions.
Civil rights activists
found a sturdier platform
when “separate but equal”
was judged to be unconstitutional not only in
classrooms but in places

such as public buildings,
parks, golf courses, and
even swimming pools and
beaches.
“Black activists trying
to integrate facilities like
beaches and lunch counters and things like this,
they didn’t just have
morality on their side anymore,” Goodman noted.
“They now had the law on
their side.”
As Sarasota officials
feared equal access to
their beaches would decrease their attractiveness
to white tourists, they proposed establishing a public pool in Newtown
instead of allowing beach
access. Black residents,
however, were adamant in
getting access — among
them Neil Humphrey, Sr.,
then-president of NAACP
Sarasota.
Humphrey and other
local leaders began organ-

izing caravans to go from
Newtown to Lido Beach,
and later other beaches,
to wade in, “or at least just
sit on the beach and occupy the beach as citizens
of Sarasota County exercising their rights to be in
that space as taxpayers
and members of the public,” Goodman explained.
Though they were
peacefully demonstrating,
the Black beachgoers not
only weathered curses
hurled at them but rocks
and bottles. NAACP leaders instructed them to
stay calm in the face of it
all but to stand their
ground. One demonstrator would go on to say
years later that she believed “God made all of
that water, and I should
have access to it, too.”
Odessa Butler participated in a “wade-in” when
her mother was the

NAACP Sarasota president. She remembered
her mother underscoring
to the caravan and “wadein” participants that there
would be no violence, taking her cue from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
“We were to be quiet,”
Butler said. “We were to
act like we knew what we
were doing and where we
were going.”
The caravans would
line up on Orange Avenue
after church, she recalled.
Her mother one day
asked the sheriff if he
would provide a police escort, and though he didn’t
say yes or no immediately, in time, police officers on motorcycles
would escort them on the
way to the beach. Once
there, they were fair game
to the myriad jeers from
whites.
“We were taunted,
See BEACHES, page 11
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Pinellas partners celebrate groundbreaking for 50 new affordable
homes in St. Pete
ST. PETERSBURG – A
rainy
morning
didn’t
dampen the enthusiasm
among Pinellas County partners for kicking off a new development last Friday that
will bring 50 new homes to
vulnerable residents in St.
Pete.
Innovare, located at 850
5th Ave S, will bring affordability to the city’s Innovation
District as one of several new
projects supported by the
County’s Penny for Pinellas
Affordable Housing Program.
The nearly $17 million
project is being developed by
Volunteers of America of
Florida, a faith-based human
services organization with a
local office in St. Petersburg.
Innovare will provide
apartments with rents restricted to those who earn
less than 60 percent of the
area’s median income, with a
dozen units set aside for
those with even lower incomes.

Pinellas County Commission Vice-Chair Charlie
Justice spoke at the Friday
groundbreaking for Innovare alongside elected officials and staff from the City
of St. Petersburg, leaders
from Volunteers of America,
and other business, faith, and
community leaders.
The County’s Penny for
Pinellas Affordable Housing
Program supported $1 million in land acquisition costs
for Innovare with additional
financial support from the
City of St. Petersburg and the
Florida Housing Finance
Corporation.
Imam Askia Muhammad Aquil chair, board of
“We know in Pinellas
directors Collective Empowerment Group of
County we don’t do anything
Tampa Bay Area, Inc. with Volunteers of America
without partnerships,” Justice said. “We’ve made a of Florida President and CEO Janet Stringfellow
commitment for the next lauded the collaborative need Floridians find a place
decade to being a partner in work to get more Pinellas to call home and heal. As a
collaborative, our dedication
affordable housing with mil- County residents housed.
“We at Volunteers of and commitment is so strong
lions of dollars every year
America of Florida are so that not even the terrible
that we’re putting forward.”
Volunteers of America of grateful to all of our partners weather could stop us from
Florida President and CEO for their commitment to breaking ground today,” she
Janet Stringfellow also helping homeless, and in- said.

Innovare, among the first in the new round of housing developments funded by Penny for Pinellas,
will provide 50 new homes for residents earning less than 60 percent of the area’s median income.

St. Petersburg City Council Chair Ed Montanari,
St. Petersburg City Councilwoman Deborah
Figgs-Sanders, and Imam Askia Muhammad
Aquil chair, board of directors Collective
Empowerment Group of Tampa Bay Area, Inc.
Innovare represents one
The county’s long-term
of the first to break ground in goal is to build a coalition of
a new round of develop- municipalities, agencies, dements funded by the voter- velopers, and other local
approved Penny sales tax, leaders committed to a
which will support around shared vision for addressing
$80 million over the next one of the biggest challenges
decade in housing that’s at- facing the community today.
tainable to everyone.
In addition to the Penny
Since 2020, the Pinellas for Pinellas fund, the county
County Commission has supports housing affordabilcommitted $23.4 million to- ity with other local, state, and
ward eight new develop- federal funds providing
ments that will set aside 884 rental and homeownership
units restricted to affordable opportunities through partrents.
nerships with agencies and
“Affordable housing has developers.
been a crisis for decades. It’s
Over the past decade, the
well known,” said Imam county has supported
Askia Muhammad Aquil, dozens of new affordable
chair, board of directors Col- housing developments that
lective
Empowerment have added thousands of
Group of Tampa Bay Area. homes.
“There are a number of efTo learn more about
forts nationally, statewide, as Pinellas County’s approach
well as locally to address it, to affordable housing,
so the fact that all of these visit www.homesforpinellas.o
partners were able to come rg. Learn more about Voluntogether… this tremendous teers of America of Florida
partnership is what it would here at www.voaflorida.org
take to get this job done.”
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Will Packer gives back to
FAMU, fondly recalls the
city that raised him

Florida CraftArt's 24th Year Celebrating Fine Crafts

Florida CraftArt Festival 2021
November 20-21 Downtown St. Petersburg
on Central Avenue between 4th and 6th Streets

FREE and open to the public
Meet the nation’s top fine craft artists

Obayana Ajanaku

Mascoll

Ajanaku

John Mascoll

Watch glass-blowing and wheel-thrown
ceramics. Enjoy kids’ activities, food trucks,
wine, craft beers, and music.

Join the Collectors’ Circle

501 Central Ave., St. Petersburg (727) 821-7391

• Support artists with your purchase award

FloridaCraftArt.org

Presenting Sponsor:

by Red Apple Real Estate

• VIP Parking and more!
Sponsored by:
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BY MARK PARKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
One of St. Pete’s favorite
sons is giving back to the
institution that helped
shape his career and
make him the man he is
today, as celebrated director Will Packer donates
$500,000 to his alma
mater – Florida A&M
University.
Packer is one of Hollywood’s most successful
filmmakers, producing or
executive producing a
wide range of movies that
have grossed more than
$1 billion at the box office.
His list of production
credits is extensive and
includes films such as
Girls Trip, What Men
Want, Think Like a Man,
and Stomp the Yard.
Packer was also an executive producer on the critically acclaimed Straight
Outta Compton, which
has grossed over $200
million.
However, long before
Packer was a movie
mogul, he was a Rattler.
Packer earned an engineering degree from
FAMU, and when he returned to the school on
Oct. 29, he gazed upon a
new Performing Arts Amphitheater named in his
honor. The ribbon-cutting
ceremony will kick off the
university's Homecoming
2021 celebrations, which,
thanks to Packer, will be a
star-studded affair.
Packer
told
The
Weekly Challenger that

Movie mogul, Rattler, and native son Will
Packer kicked-off the Friday, Oct. 29 FAMU
Homecoming 2021 festivities with a ribboncutting ceremony for the new Performing Arts
Amphitheater named in his honor.
while he is not “old,” he is
at a time in his life when
he can start to think
about his legacy.
“It means so much because FAMU gave me so
much,” said Packer. “To
be able to give back in a
big way, a public way, and
support that institution
that means so much to
me – it’s everything,
brother. It really is.”
Packer said he grew
into his true self at the
Historically Black College
and University (HBCU),
and those years shaped

him personally and professionally.
“College is already
such an extremely formative time for anybody,” the
mogul said. “But as a
young Black man from St.
Petersburg, Fla., going to
an HBCU, the first time
being around that many
African Americans, to be
in the midst of the HBCU
community – it challenged me in ways that I
had not been challenged
before and allowed me to
really find my voice.”
See PACKER, page 12
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AKA Sorority will observe National
Caregiver’s Day Nov. 15
WHO: Zeta Upsilon
Omega Chapter of Alpha
Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated®
WHAT:
AKA National Caregiver’s Day
Observance
WHEN: 11 a.m. on
Monday, Nov. 15
WHERE: Virtually via
Zoom
at
bit.ly/AKACareDay
WHY: AKA Caregivers’ Community Impact Day is a part of the
Women’s Health and
Wellness’ Target 2 under

the current International
President and CEO, Dr.
Glenda Glover, Ph.D., JD,
CPA.
About the event:
In observance of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., National Caregivers’ Day, members of
the Zeta Upsilon Omega
Chapter will host a virtual
celebration at 11 a.m. on
Nov. 15 to honor those
who provide care for a
family member or friend.
According to Dr.
Cheryl Wardell–Young, a

local psychiatrist and
sorority
member,
“Whether it’s caring for a
spouse, child or aging
parents, caregivers do
what is needed to take
care of their loved ones.”
The virtual event will
feature testimonials from
caregivers and discussion
topics about the importance of good mental
health habits, extending
grace to yourself and understanding when to say
no, and when to ask for
help.
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Ken Welch elected first Black mayor of St. Pete!
MAYOR, from front page

reduction, climate change,
and rising sea levels.
In building inclusive
progress, Welch said history must be incorporated.
The days of sweeping parts
of the city’s ugly past are
over.
“History is important
because we must fully understand where we are
coming from as a community to determine where we
want to go and to perfect
our path forward,” he explained. “And importantly,
all of our work should be
built upon a strong foundation of equity, inclusion, diversity, and community
benefit.”
Welch said the city’s potential is only limited by its
ability to connect every
part of the community with
access to opportunity and
equitable investment.
“We can, and we will
make
real
progress
through prioritizing, resourcing partnership, and
the hard work of long-term
strategic decision making.”
As a city, he said, the
proverbial can cannot be
kicked down the road any
longer on climate change,
public safety, justice reform,
infrastructure,
poverty, and equity.
“Progress will require
honest and sometimes difficult conversations, innovation, and determination.
That is the path to progress

in these challenging
times…”
Garnering 60 percent of
the vote, Welch declared
victory over Republican
Robert Blackmon, who received almost 40 percent.
Blackmon conceded early
Tuesday night.
Welch thanked his family for supporting him, singling out his mother, “my
queen, our matriarch,” Alletha Welch, who was sitting in the audience.
“She is the beauty and
the political brains of our
family. And to this day, her
political instincts and advice is providential. I love
you, mom.”
He went on to talk
about his father, who made
history being the first
Black man on the St. Petersburg City Council,
serving 12 years. Although
David Welch died in 2013,
the mayor-elect made sure
he was present on this historic night.
“Thirty years ago, he
ran for mayor of St. Pete.
This is his button from
1991,” Welch said, pointing
to his lapel. “He faced
death threats. It makes the
petty attacks launched on
me during this campaign
pale in comparison.”
Welch said his dad’s example of fatherhood, humility, and public service
along with other Black trailblazers taught “me what

real strength and courage
look like and the value of
perseverance.” He mentioned mentors Vyrle
Davis, Perkins Shelton,
Lonnie Donaldson, Adelle
Vaughn-Jemison, Ernest
Fillyau, and Winnie Foster.
Welch called attention
to living legend Leon Jackson, the last remaining
member of the Courageous 12. Jackson started
working for the police department in 1963.
“During that time, city
hall was controlled by all
whites — white mayor,
white city manager, allwhite city council members, all-white clerks,
all-white secretaries, allwhite attorneys,” Jackson
recalled. “I’m glad to see
Ken Welch had the nerve
to run for mayor…”
Come January, Welch
will take over from current
Mayor Rick Kriseman, who
is termed out. Kriseman
endorsed Welch and released a statement Tuesday night from Glasgow,
Scotland, where he is attending the U.S. Conference of Mayors’ delegation
to COP26, the United Nations Climate Change Conference.
“Ken ran a positive, issues-driven campaign that
emphasized the need for
partnerships to propel St.
Pete to the next level,” he
said. “The result was a de-

Mayor-elect Ken Welch and Watson Haynes,
president & CEO, Pinellas County Urban League

Mayor-elect Ken Welch
fields questions from the media.

Nikki Gaskin-Capehart with the new first lady of
St. Petersburg, Donna Welch.

Twenty-six-year-old Kymbriell
Finch, the granddaughter of
Courageous 12 member
Freddie Crawford, introduced
Mayor-elect Ken Welch.

R&B singer Alex Harris
wows the crowd with Sam
Cooke’s 1963 hit ‘A change
is gonna come.’

cisive and historic victory
that should serve as further proof of St. Pete’s
progress and upward trajectory.”
Elsewhere in the Kriseman administration, Urban
Affairs Director NikkiGaskin Capehart couldn’t
be happier.
“We really are at a special moment in terms of equity initiatives in the city,”
she said. “So, it is just perfect for [Welch] to be in
this role and really understand the challenges for
Black residents in St. Petersburg.”
Capehart said that

Terry Lipsey Scott, executive
director, The Woodson
African American Museum
of Florida

many of the policies put in
place over the last years
under the Kriseman administration can be taken
“to the next level.”
Terri Lipsey Scott, executive director of The
Woodson Museum, expressed her gratitude to
the community “for finally
moving the needle toward
justice for all.”
“We’re looking for the
opportunity to become this
Florida museum with the
help of a mayor who would
understand the relevance
and the significance of
African-American history
in a way that others have
not,” she said.
Rene Flowers, who

took over for Ken Welch on
the Pinellas County Commission last year, spoke
about how momentous the
Tuesday night election is.
“We’re over 100 years
old and we’ve never had an
African-American mayor,
even though they’ve been
qualified and even though
they’ve run, they’ve never
really come even in the top
two,” she stressed.
Welch’s win, Flowers
said, will allow the city “to
remain on the trajectory
that we are, making sure
that we’re being inclusive
with all nationalities and
that everybody has a voice
and a seat at the table.”

Donna Welch and Frances Cato
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St. Pete reacts to historic election
ST. PETERSBURG –
The people have spoken:
Ken Welch is the new
mayor-elect of the Sunshine City. Tuesday
night’s election was historic in that he will be the
first Black mayor in the
city’s history.
Hundreds of people
packed into the Legacy
Gardens of The Woodson
African American Museum of Florida to watch
history in the making.
From being a sundown
town to former Mayor
John Burroughs saying in
1958, “I like the Negro. I
like him in his place,” St.
Pete has seen progress
but still has a long way to
go.
With the election of
Mayor-elect Welch, many
people in the community
feel that progress is in
sight.
Gwendolyn Reese,
community activist
This is a very important and historical election for several reasons.
Because for the first time,
we have an African-American candidate who has
gotten past the primary
and is actually in running
to become the first
African American mayor
in this city. We have an
African
American,
LGBTQIA person who is
actually vying for a district
that is very, very important and had previously
been what was a historically Black district that
had had Black representation for many years.
It’s also a historical
election because of the
charter amendments that
are on the ballot. For the
first time in the history, to
my knowledge, of the
Charter Review Commission, four of the seven
amendments deal with equity. And as far as I know,
this is the first time a
Charter Review Commission has ever dealt with
equity. So that makes it
very, very, historically significant — regardless of
the outcomes of any of
those three things, it will
not undermine at all the
historical significance of
each of these.

family. They’re very great
people.
During the time when
we filed that lawsuit, there
were no African Americans in leadership at city
hall. The only African
Americans that worked
for city hall during that
time was the ones that did
janitorial work. We 12 police officers, the “Courageous 12,” saw racism in
the city, and we stated
that, “It’s not right.” We
decided to file that lawsuit, and we won!
Dr. Alex Harris, cofounder of the Arts Conservatory for Teens
This is a historic moment, and I feel extremely
excited to be a part of this
history in the making for
the City of St. Petersburg.
But beyond that, his interest is to serve all people,
regardless of party, regardless of race, regardless of economic status, to
really
continue
the
growth that we are seeing
in our city to the next
level.

what I really believe in
Ken. And that’s what he is
now, and I know he can
get the job done.
Councilwoman Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman
I am so excited. I’m excited to be a part of history that not only my
grandkids but other people can look back on and
say, “We have elected our
first
African-American
mayor.

Jabaar Edmond
Darlina Herring
I started off with Commissioner Welch when he
was elected in November
2000. I have been the only
aide that he has had for
the entire 20 years. And I
am excited for him because he is a phenomenal
man of God, he has a
heart for the city of St. Petersburg, and he has the
character, the integrity.
All my prayers for him are
that he will be surrounded by people who
are ready to support him,
to help him to bring the vision for this city that he
desires to have.

‘Jet’ Jackson
Rene
Flowers,
Pinellas County Commissioner
So, I think this gives
something for our young
adults in the community
who’ve been aspiring to
run for office like Mhariel
Summers and Richie
Floyd and others who are
always told, “you’re too
young.” No, you’re not too
young, especially when
you have people like Ken,
who’s willing to work with
you and mentor you.

Carla Bristol, Youth
Farm director
So, I am beyond excited; I was actually going
to leave the city if he
didn’t win. Because it just
doesn’t make sense, we
have a qualified candidate. For any other job on
the planet, you would look
at qualifications and vote
based on that. And I was a
little surprised that people
were even having any
trepidation about a highly
qualified candidate. So,
it’s not even only about
making history; it’s definitely about the focus and
attention that’s been lacking in South St. Pete. So, I
feel confident that that’s
what we’re going to get
under this administration.

Darlina Herring
Jacqueline
Hubbard, Esq.
Despite all of the hate
and all of the negative
press that we’ve been getting as a people, talking
about African Americans,
primarily. This is very
good, because it’s going
to show that the city of St.
Petersburg is progressive.

Jacqueline Hubbard

Carla Bristol
Jabaar
Edmond,
community activist
Today our community

Bob Devin Jones,
artistic director
“You always told me it
takes time. It’s taken my
father’s time, my mother’s
time, my uncle’s time, my
brothers’ and my sisters’
time, my nieces’ and my
nephews’ time... How
much time do you want
for your progress?” James
Baldwin
Rev. Clarence
Williams
Senator Darryl Rouson
Well,
Mayor-elect
Welch is living out the
dreams of his father that
became his dreams, that
became his story, and
makes history tonight.
Everyone in St. Petersburg, no matter your persuasion,
should
be
celebrating a new day in
this town. And I’m grateful to be here, grateful for
Ken Welch being prepared to lead. Get out of
the way if you’re not
going to help.

Sen. Darryl Rouson

Leon Jackson

Gwen Reese
Leon
Jackson,
Courageous 12
I endorsed Ken, and it
was a pleasure. I know he
will do an excellent job because I know his entire

takes a step forward.
Welch will stay focused
and advocate for the least
of us.

Thomas “Jet” Jackson, community elder
I think Ken will make
a difference and will be
equal across the board
with everybody. That’s

Rene Flowers
Rev.
Clarence
Williams, Greater Mt.
Zion AME
I think we could talk
about diversity and equity
all we want, but until it’s
realized in the communities, it’s going to be difficult for us to really grasp
what it really feels like,
what it looks like. I think
one thing about this particular moment that intrigues me is that Ken
Welch has prepared himself through forging relationships, experience, and
just working in our community at the administrative branch, executive
branch of our government, for this very moment.
So, he has the skills,
all the abilities. I really
think this city’s going to
be better moving forward
quickly and being able to
address the issues in a
wonderfully
prepared
way.

Imam
Askia
Muhammad Aquil
Our Creator says that
never will the worldly conditions of people change
until people first change
what is troubling their
own souls and holding
them back from realizing
their excellence, from
achieving their greatest
human potential. The
election of Mayor-elect
Ken Welch is inspiring
and should restore our
souls. The challenges his
administration will face in
the months and years
ahead will test us to see if
we can work collectively,
seeking the greater common good rather than
narrow selfish interests
and greedy personal gain.
I am encouraged, optimistic and faithful.

Bob Devin Jones
Dr. Katurah Jenkins
Hall, visiting professor
of Health Equity & Social Justice, Eckerd
College
Voting exercises our
collective power to influence social change, yet it
is only a start. As the arc
of the moral universe
bends towards justice, we
celebrate this historic victory, knowing that we
must remain steadfast
and unmovable, always
abounding in this great
work towards racial equity and social justice. We
must actively support
those we put our confidence in while we prayerfully and persistently
work to bring about the
change we seek.

Dr. Katurah Jenkins
Hall
Councilwoman Deborah Figgs-Sanders
Our city has grown
and is known as a progressive and welcoming
city. With the election of
its first Black mayor, just
imagine how much more
inclusive our city will be
when equity becomes a
priority.

Imam Askia
Muhammad Aquil
Deborah
Figgs-Sanders

Black voters
a vital force
in true
multicultural
victory
VOTERS, from front page

watch party last Tuesday.
“Diversity is our future,
and the diverse voters
who backed Mayor-Elect
Welch put an undeniable
stamp on that.”
The fact that St. Petersburg elected its first
Black mayor while voting
“no” to the race-equity
Charter Amendments on
the ballot deserves a dialogue, but that will have
to wait.
For now, Welch’s diverse coalition of backers
is taking in the win. Well
done to all involved!
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The following job(s) are currently available:
• Sr. Custodial Worker (Job ID 28030)
For information regarding the position(s) listed above, please visit:
www.usfsp.edu/jobs or contact USFSP Human Resources
at usfsp-recruitment@usf.edu
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution.Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

BE SURE TO CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

“Take a stand for Health Justice:
Have the Conversation”
Rev. Elizabeth Siplin:
The message I want to share is to give hope. A lot of our
young people may be afraid, young adults may be afraid,
even our elderly that are sexually active may be afraid.
The message is to give them hope and
share that there is a cure for HIV. It is not
a death sentence, and there is the place
that they can go to get that support
that they need.”
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Gas Plant/Laurel Park Reunion, part 2
BY JEFFERY L. PEATEN III
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
When construction began
on the Florida Suncoast
Dome, now known as
Tropicana Field or the
Trop,
hundreds
of
African-American families
were displaced. Sadly, this
included the Laurel Park
neighborhood residents,
a public housing complex
built in the 1940s. The residents who called Laurel
Park home were forced to
relocate to make way for
stadium parking lots.
Originally known as
the Royal Court Apartments, the complex was
acquired by the St. Petersburg Housing Authority
in 1966 and soon after renamed Laurel Park. In
conjunction with Jordan
Park, it served as a viable
housing option when segregation laws dictated
where African Americans
could, or more precisely,
could not live.
The complex consisted of 168 two-bedroom
apartments. Although living conditions in the complex had deteriorated by
the time the city broke
ground for Tropicana

W
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.

Field in 1988, the impact
of Laurel Park’s demolition was socially and economically devasting. Not
only were residents
forced to leave their
homes, the jobs and affordable housing promised to the Black
community never materialized.
“It was like family to
me,” said Kim BrownWilliams, a former resident of the Laurel Park
neighborhood. “I knew all
of my neighbors and was
allowed to go to the park
and corner store without
fear. From the view of a 6year-old, my life was
great!”
Now former residents
and direct descendants of
former residents have a
unique opportunity to talk
about the history of these
neighborhoods and tell
their stories. Voices
Heard, Voices Matter
(VHVM)
of
the
Bloomberg
Harvard
group has partnered with
the African American Heritage Association, Foundation for a Healthy St.
Petersburg, and the Institute on Black Life at the
University
of
South
Florida to organize a re-
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union of the Laurel Park
and Gas Plant neighborhoods.
Like Laurel Park, the
Gas Plant neighborhood
was demolished to make
way for Tropicana Field.
The result was upheaval
and displacement for hundreds of working-class
families in the AfricanAmerican
community
who were forced to leave
their homes.
For
Ms.
BrownWilliams and those who
grew up and lived in the
neighborhood, the reunion is an opportunity
“to reconnect with childhood friends and reminisce about those who
have passed on.’
Scheduled for Dec. 12,
the reunion will celebrate
the rich history of these
two Black neighborhoods. It will take place as
the current Mayor Rick
Kriseman prepares to
leave office and the city
transitions to Mayor-Elect
Ken Welch’s incoming administration.
The reunion will take
place as city officials debate when, and more importantly, how to move
forward with the Tropicana Field Redevelop-
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Photo courtesy of The Tampa Bay Times.

Laurel Park
ment Plan. The reunion
provides a forum for former residents to share
their thoughts and ideas
on how the city should
move forward with redevelopment plans for the
area.
“Affordable, well-built
housing,”
BrownWilliams continued when
asked about what she believed the main focus of
the redevelopment plan
needs to be, “with a mix of
social services and enter-
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tainment spaces.”
Reunion activities are
scheduled for Dec. 12,
from noon until 3 p.m.
Participants will have the
option to attend in person
or virtually via Zoom and
Facebook.
Onsite activities will
take place at Tropicana
Field in Parking Lot 4, including entertainment,
food (served onsite and
delivered to virtual attendees), resident sharing of
memories and photo-
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graphs, mural painting for
elementary school students, and an essay contest
with
monetary
awards for middle and
high school students.
Those who wish to attend can register at
bit.ly/GasPlantReunion
or call 727-371-6153 for
more information. The
registration deadline is
Nov. 30. There is no cost
to attend the reunion.
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Segregated Sand: Florida’s Beaches in the Civil Rights Movement
BEACHES, from page 4

words were said,” she remembered. “It was not
pleasant, but because we
were taught nonviolence,
everybody acted very
well. Very well. And then
when we got home, we
talked about how mad we
were!”
Looking covertly to
deter demonstrators, in
1956, the city commission
passed an ordinance stating that any time there
were members of two or
more races on the beach,

the police had not only
the right but the obligation to close that beach
down. Despite this, the
caravans trundled on,
Goodman pointed out.
“At no point, in those
days at least, did the city
commission ever revoke
this emergency ordinance,” he said. “Over
time, quietly and informally, the city just
stopped enforcing the ordinance eventually — but
never came out and said

Confrontation between integrationists and
segregationists at a whites-only beach in St.
Augustine.

that they recognized the
right of African Americans to use the beach.”
The SAACC recognizes the route taken by
the caravans in a trolley
stop tour, which winds
along the same streets
and makes stops at notable places, such as the
location
of
Neil
Humphrey’s drug store.
Renee Gilmore, executive producer and host of
ABC7’s
“Empowering
Voices,” a political affairs
TV program, is the greatgranddaughter of Mary
Emma Jones. Even as a
child, Gilmore said she
knew Jones was “pretty
special” and described her
as a multi-tasker. Jones
As Sarasota officials feared equal access to their beaches would
not only operated busidecrease
their attractiveness to white tourists, they proposed establishing
nesses like a taxi service
a
public
pool in Newtown instead of allowing beach access.
and a restaurant, but she
led the Colored Women’s
were in their own minds which will showcase exhi- plans are to relocate it to a
Civic Club in Newtown.
“It just fills my heart to just regular people stand- bitions by Black artists, spacious 17,000-square
hear my great grand- ing up for all of us,” she host programs, and focus foot facility at some point.
mother’s name called and said. “I am standing on on historical events such The beach desegregation
as the fight to integrate story will be told in a perto know that between my shoulders.”
Oldham said the coali- Sarasota beaches.
manent exhibit.
great grandmother and
To reach Frank Drouzas,
tion
aims
to
open
the
MuThe
center
will
initially
Ms. Butler’s mother and
Ms. Butler herself, these seum of African American be housed in the historic email fdrouzas@theweeklykinds of people who truly History and Culture, Leonard Reid home, but challenger.com

Governor Burns hears grievances from civil
rights leaders - Tallahassee, Florida.

Homes along Butler Beach Anastasia Island, Florida

Mary Emma and Jack Jones.

Virginia Beach sign

Butler Beach Anastasia Island, Florida

Segregationists trying to prevent blacks from
swimming at a White only beach in St. Augustine.
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Preview the digital African American Heritage Trail
BY THE AFRICAN
AMERICAN HERITAGE
ASSOCIATION

ST. PETERSBURG —
On Tuesday, Nov. 16 at 7
p.m., viewers will be able
to tune into Tombolo
Books for a preview of the
digitized African American Heritage Trail.
When the COVID-19
pandemic hit last year,
guided trolley and walking tours of the historic
trail shuttered, making
the trail less accessible
than it had been previously.
Thanks to partnerships with several community
organizations,
including the Foundation
for a Healthy St. Petersburg, The Florida Holocaust Museum, Visit St.
Pete-Clearwater, the SPC
Foundation, and Premier
Eye Care, accessibility
will never be an issue
again for those who desire

to learn about the history,
culture, and contribution
of
St.
Petersburg’s
African- American community.
The project, which received funding last fall and
was officially set in motion
in January of this year, is
nearly complete. Once
completed, a virtual guide
and YouTube series will
be available. A landing
page on the Visit St. PeteClearwater website has already been published.
The African American
Heritage Association will
host a virtual preview of
the project with the help
of Tombolo Books.
The preview will give
viewers insight into how
the project came together
and its meaning to the
community. Those who
participated in the project
will be acknowledged, and
viewers will have first access to the video content
created for each trail stop.

Event Information:
Date: Tuesday, Nov. 16
Time: 7-8:30 p.m.
Place: Virtual via
Tombolo Books.
Watch on Facebook or
through Zoom.
Please register at
bit.ly/AAHAregister.

Experts In Life-Changing Care
By Karen Davis-Pritchett M.Ed., Empath Health Vice President of Access and Inclusion

Hospice Care continues to grow in Tampa Bay
Alicia Cato, BSN, RN,
CHC, executive director
of Suncoast Hospice of
Hillsborough County, a
member of Empath
Health, has been a registered nurse for 35 years.
She has experienced
many things in that time,
from direct patient care to
organizational leadership.
From the intensive care
unit to the boardroom,
these experiences created a framework for her
passion for hospice and
what it has to offer to
those facing severe illness and end-of-life issues.
Cato witnessed firsthand how hospice care
providers interacted with
families, and it left a profound impact on her. The

hope and relief they offered during difficult
times were like nothing
she had experienced. Inspired, she started exploring how she could
become more involved in
the process.
“These experiences
were really gifts as a professional to become a better care provider,” stated
Cato. “Every honest,
transparent conversation
with a family whose loved
one was nearing the end
of life and every time I set
my own emotions aside to
be present for a family
brought me to where I
am today.”
Those valuable lessons in empathy are part
of why Cato is now leading the team that will

begin implementing the
services of Suncoast Hospice in Hillsborough
County.
Suncoast Hospice has
provided compassionate
care to loved ones for
more than 40 years. To
bring this life-changing
care to more community
members, Suncoast Hospice received approval
from the Agency for
Health Care Administration for expansion to
Hillsborough County.
“We are excited to
bring the quality services
provided by Suncoast
Hospice to Hillsborough
County,” added Cato.
Hospice is not just a
part of the continuum of
care. It is an essential part
of full-life care that in-

Alicia Cato,
Suncoast Hospice of
Hillsborough
executive director
cludes medical treatment,
integrative medicine, volunteer support, counseling, caregiver education,
advance care planning,
and specialized services
for veterans, pediatric,

and heart failure patients.
Suncoast Hospice believes everyone should
have access to these critical services. Care is
never limited by a patient’s ability to pay and
honors traditions that are
important to our community’s diverse religions
and cultures. Families do
not have to wait for a
physician referral or for a
loved one’s passing to become imminent. The
services and support of
Suncoast Hospice are
only a phone call away.
Every patient is
unique with their own
ideas of how they want to
spend the end of life. Suncoast Hospice works with
each family to set individualized goals and edu-

cates them on the many
available choices for care.
Those goals can be met
wherever the patient resides because hospice is
not a place. It is a philosophy of medical, emotional, and spiritual care
working together to provide comfort at the end of
life’s journey.
“Families and patients
go through a lot of stress
and distress and when
they’re told nothing more
can be done,” said Cato.
“In hospice, we know we
can help that family find
their comfort and peace.”
Learn more about
how Suncoast Hospice
can provide compassionate care for you or a loved
one at SuncoastHospice.org.
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Will Packer gives back to FAMU, fondly recalls the city that raised him
PACKER, from page 6

Packer added that he
found his passion for his
career at FAMU and
began working on his first
movie, Chocolate City, with
classmate Rob Hardy
while he was still on campus. If not for attending
the university, he may
never have become a filmmaker.
Packer hopes students
at FAMU are inspired by
the new Performing Arts
Theater bearing his name.
He wants them to realize
he walked the same halls,
slept in the same dorms,
and became successful
enough to now be in a position to give back in a
meaningful way.
“I hope it means other
students will see that and
think, ‘I can do that too,’”
he asserted. “I want them
to see that and say, ‘If Will
Packer can do it, I can do
it.’”
“And by the way, not
just go off and be successful, but also give back.”
Packer is excited about
the ribbon-cutting cere-

mony Friday and said he is
bringing some friends
with him. Stephen A.
Smith is taking his ESPN
talk show First Take to the
campus, and Kevin Hart is
recording his live Sirius
XM radio show, Straight
From the Hart, there as
well. Packer teased there
would also be “some surprise guests for the FAMU
crowd” in attendance.
Just as he is a proud
Rattler, Packer is a proud
native of St. Petersburg as
well. At the onset of the interview, he said, “I’m a fan
of the city, and that is the
city that raised me.”
Packer said his parents
instilled in him that he
could do anything he
wanted to do, and a supportive family and nurturing community is what he
takes most with him from
his childhood.
He went through Pinellas County schools, fondly
recalling his time at Maximo Elementary, Bay Point
Middle, and St. Pete High.
His parents encouraged

him to embrace whatever
environment he was in,
and “St. Pete was a good
environment for me to do
that.”
His parents also instilled in him the value of
fellowship at church, and
that is where you could
usually find Packer when
he was growing up.
“Without a doubt, my
parents, Will [Sr.] and
Birice Packer, made sure
that I was at Bethel AME
every Sunday,” recalled
Packer. “Which, of course,
was church all day – early
service, Sunday school,
and lay service.”
In addition, Packer
said there were also study
and youth nights. At least
twice a week, you could
find young Will sitting in
the pews of Bethel AME,
learning things that would
foster his growth into a
young man.
“Make no mistake, I am
a child of AME Church,”
said Packer. “And that has
absolutely been essential to
my growth and my founda-

tion.”
Packer said that as he
gets older, he loves going
back to the city that raised
him and has a new appreciation for the beauty in St.
Pete.
“When you grow up in
a place that is white sand
beaches, coastal waters,
and warm weather yearround, you have to get
away from it to really appreciate it,” he said.
Packer comes back
every chance he gets, and
while now residing in Atlanta, he is still a lifelong
Buccaneers fan from his
days spent in the Bay area
and enjoys catching a
game when he is in town.
“So yeah, I get back – I
love it,” said Packer. “I love
to bring my kids down and
take them to the beaches.”
For all the kids sitting
in the pews at Bethel AME
or making their way
through grade school in St.
Pete, to all the young
adults finding their voice at
FAMU, and to all the aspiring filmmakers that look

up to Packer, he offers
these words of wisdom:
“Never give up. Never
give up and believe in

yourself. Your uniqueness
is your power. That is your
gift - lean into it.”
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‘Beat DeSantis’ message to Crist at FAMU epic homecoming
BY JODI YONDER
Contributor

TALLAHASSEE – It was
chilly the morning of Florida
A&M University’s homecoming parade on Oct. 30,
but Florida Congressman
Charlie Crist didn’t seem
bothered. He talked to supporters; the youngest girl fist
pumped him before pulling
her orange and green “Crist
for Governor” shirt over a
sweatshirt.
The diminutive Brenda
Holt, chair of the Gadsden
County Commission, joined
the former governor on the
back seat trunk of the white
convertible Mustang. Outfitted with “Crist for Governor”
and “Florida for All” signs,
Crist and his supporters
pulled into the parade.

For the next half hour,
the Mustang rocked with
Aretha Franklin’s “Respect,”
Bruno Mars “Uptown
Funk,” and Michael Jackson’s “Thriller” to cheers,
thumbs up, and applauds
from thousands of people lining the streets winding
through FAMU.
Holt waved her Crist
sign saying, “We need a Governor!” The crowd chanted,
“Beat DeSantis,” “DeSantis
has got to go,” while Crist
added, “We’ll do it together!”
When popular DJ Joe
Bullard announced Crist as
he passed the reviewing
stand, his popularity was
again on display.
Bragg Stadium was filled
to capacity at 31,000, with
thousands more at tailgates
around the facility. Crist vis-

ited the most popular tailgate
hosted by supporter and
friend Attorney Daryl Parks.
Another famed FAMU graduate, director/producer Will
Packer guided the alumni
Greek step show of revelers.
The selfies were nonstop, along with the pledges
of support in the race for
governor against Ron DeSantis. But more compelling
was the number of people
thanking Crist for helping
them. Ollice Weaver of Tallahassee was one of 155,000
non-violent felons who had
his civil rights restored by
Crist. Weaver said it
changed his life.
Crist said, “That’s why
I’m running for Governor
again.” Weaver replied,
“That’s right, we’ve got to get
DeSantis out of there!”
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and we will
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Suncoast Hospice has
h served Pinellas Cou
unty with
compassiona
p
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p t hosp
pice care for more than 43
p
4 years.
During this uncertain
During
uncertain time,
time, w
wee want
want to
to assure
a
you that we
remain fo
focused on our misssion of providing liffee-changing

(727) 467-7423 | SuncoastHo
ospice.org

hospice care, and those we serve are still our main priority.
SHPC-21-0482
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STRAZ Center celebrates
influences of the African
diaspora in free event
BY NICOLE SLAUGHTER
GRAHAM
Staff Writer

What would you say if
someone told you that
alongside soul food, jazz,
and hip hop, the African diaspora is also well-known
globally for its influence in
growing rice?
That’s right. The African
diaspora’s global influence
is so much more than
what’s known in American
culture, and the STRAZ
Center wants to acknowledge it all.
“Arts Legacy REMIX is
really reworking and reliving into a real commitment
to celebrate all of the
threads and rich cultural
tapestry in Tampa Bay,”
said Fred Johnson, the performing arts venue’s community
engagement
specialist and artist in residence.
On Friday, Nov. 19 at
7:30 p.m., the series kicks
off on the STRAZ’s outdoor
Riverwalk Stage with a celebration of the myriad ways

Black culture influences societies far and wide.
A host of performances
can be expected, said Johnson, and all the while, a narrative of the importance of
growing rice is woven
throughout.
This
family-friendly
Date: Friday, Nov. 19
Time: 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Location: STRAZ
Center’s outdoor Riverwalk Stage, 1010 N
Macinnes Plaza
Parking: There is
street parking, and
there are also several
parking lots around
the STRAZ Center.
Both street and lot
parking require a fee.
More information:
Though the event is
free, reservations are
required. Reserve your
seat at bit.ly/ArtsLegacy. This event is
outside, masks are
encouraged, and seating will be socially
distanced.
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24th Annual Florida CraftArt
Festival 2021 features top artists

event will feature a performance by Kuumba dancers
and drummers, spirituals
sung by the Gospel Warriors, dancers from Pinellas
County Center for the Arts,
and a special tribute to the
diaspora’s influence on
music. For the kids, Nikita
Wilson will read aloud
Lupita Nyong’s “Sulwe,”
and reggae band I-Ruption
will close out the night.
Along with celebrating
the diaspora’s cultural
thread throughout the
globe, the Arts Legacy
REMIX also highlights the
many different local performers, musicians, and
artists that represent the
culture. The series provides
attendees with a better understanding of the rich culture that exists right in the
Tampa Bay area.
“It means a lot to me as
an artist to be able to present the amazingly talented
artists that are right here in
our community,” Johnson
said. “This series gives us
the ability to tell a powerful
cultural and ethnic story.”

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 24th Annual Florida
CraftArt Festival on Saturday,
Nov. 20 and Sunday, Nov. 21
is a destination for tourists
and local visitors to enjoy a
fun-filled, visually exciting
Florida weekend. Collectors
and art lovers will be delighted by the creations of 100
of the nation’s best contemporary fine craft artists from
twelve states.
There will be artist
demonstrations, food trucks,
craft beers, and a kids’ art activity tent. The two-day festival
kicks off the holiday shopping season and features
handmade works in ceramics, fiberglass, jewelry, metal,
mixed media, and wood.
Florida CraftArt Festival
2021 will be located just outside the Florida CraftArt
Gallery at the crossroads of
Central Avenue and Fifth
Street in downtown St. Pete.
The Residences at 400 Central - Red Apple Real Estate is
the presenting sponsor, while
Duncan McClellan Gallery
sponsors the kids’ activities.
Children will enjoy creating
crafts taught by Tampa Bay
Surface Design Guild members.
Judge Bill May, former
executive director of Arrowmont School of Arts and
Crafts, will award the artists
$10,000 in cash awards on
Sunday morning. Interested
fine craft collectors can register for the Collectors’ Circle
and commit to purchasing
artists’ work in advance of the
festival, award their chosen
artist(s) with a plaque, and receive other valuable festival
benefits.
For information about
the Collector’s Circle, please
call Janie Lorenz at (727) 8217391.
One local artist featured

Local artist John Mascoll from Safety Harbor
at the Florida CraftArt Festi- hance each piece.
val will be John Mascoll from
He works in a tight space
Safety Harbor. Born and in the garage of his family
raised in Barbados, his father home in Safety Harbor,
was a shipwright and pro- where he can produce about
vided his initial experience in 200 fine craft pieces in a year.
woodworking — teaching In 1994, he exhibited his
him the beauty and workabil- work in an outdoor art festival
ity of the material. He quickly for the first time and won a
learned how to use finely merit award. Since then, he
tuned woodworking tools to has often won Best of Show
develop his wood-working awards.
skills.
Florida CraftArt Festival
Mascoll attended a uni- will also showcase the talents
versity in Barbados on a track of eight emerging artists with
scholarship. In 1976, he the support of the DMG
moved to the United States to School Project, as Florida
attend Vanderbilt University CraftArt engages and menin Tennessee. From there, he tors the next generation of
went to Fisk University in fine craft artists. Emerging
Nashville for four years as an Artists receive a free booth,
All-American athlete. With photography, postcards, and
bachelor’s degrees in physics the opportunity to show and
and civil engineering from sell their work.
Fisk and Vanderbilt UniversiFestival hours are 10-5
ties, he began a construction p.m. on Saturday and 10-4
engineer and manager ca- p.m. on Sunday. To learn
reer.
more about the 24th Annual
In 1989, Mascoll started a Florida CraftArt, visit Florinew career in woodturning daCraftArt.org.
after purchasing a ShopThe Florida CraftArt Fessmithâ, which is a motorized tival 2021 is sponsored by The
machine with multipurpose Residences at 400 Central functions such as lathe turn- Red Apple Real Estate, Raying, table saw, sander, and mond James, Duncan McCleldrill press. He watched a man lan Gallery, DMG School
demonstrate turning a fruit Project, Tricera Capital, St.
bowl and thought to himself Petersburg Arts Alliance, Rethat he, too, could do that.
gions Bank, Duke Energy, St.
This led him to take a Pete/Clearwater International
new approach by innovatively Airport, Brian James Photogutilizing a lathe, crafting the raphy, The City of St. Petersvarious woods into forms and burg, State of Florida Division
shapes more efficiently and of Art and Culture, Tampa
adding delicate finials and Bay Times, Creative Loafing
covers to accessorize and en- and WUSF.

MAR 23 – APR 3
MORS AN I HALL

813
81
3.229.ST
229 STAR
A (7827) • STRAZCE
ENTER ORG
ENTER.ORG
Group Sales:
S
813.222.1016 or 1047
Events, days, times, performeers and prices are subject to change without notice. *Additional fees will apply.
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American Stage’s ‘The Odd Couple’ adds contemporary flair to
a hilarious, classic comedy

On stage currently is Neil Simon’s comedy ‘The Odd Couple,’
running at American Stage from now through Nov. 21.
BY DEBBI YATI GARRETT
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
The American Stage was
buzzing for the opening
night of Neil Simon’s
“The Odd Couple” and
the first production under
the helm of new producing artistic director Rajendra Ramoon Maharaj.
Directed by Adam
Mace, this production
brings the play — which
premiered on Broadway
in 1965, went onto become a film in 1968, and
was a popular television in
the 1970s — smack into
contemporary
times,
COVID and all.
Directorial choices in
casting provide the most
obvious indications of a
modern-day take on the
play. While the earlier versions used white actors in
all the roles, this version
casts a Black man,

Michael Burgess, in the
role of Felix Unger, while
Damon Dennin, who
plays Oscar Madison, is
Caucasian.
Burgess is pitch-perfect as the uptight but caring Felix Unger, while
Damon Dennin’s Oscar
Madison is a gregarious,
sometimes wildly buffoonish alpha male.
Black or Latinx actors
also play other roles.
Massiel Evans as Cecily
Pigeon is the Black sister
to Nicole Masterson’s
Gwendolyn Pigeon; oliveskinned and dark-haired,
Masterson’s lighter but
not white-skinned sister
alongside Evans is an intriguing choice.
As
Speed, Xavier Harris is
also Black, while Casey
Worthington, as Murray,
is the only other straight
white male character.
The production also
updates the formerly all
straight-appearing roles to

add LGBTQ+ characters,
as in the portrayal of Vinnie, played by Vickie
Daignault, who is married
to her wife, and Nicholas
Perez-Hoop, who plays
Roy with possibly/probably gay overtones.
Mace’s direction deftly
handles the humor, and
belly laughs can be found
from beginning to end.
While much of the credit
can be given to Simon’s
profoundly inciteful ability
to squeeze a chuckle from
the most poignant situation, Mace also mines the
currency of his diverse
casting, which turns some
of Simon’s punch lines
into double entendres
with racial overtones.
“Neil Simon was very
direct that this should be
presented in present-day
New York,” Maharaj
shared in a recent interview. “In present-day New
York, you see Black and
white folks coming to-

gether, different diversities, folks from the Latinx
community.”
While he believes the
opportunity didn’t exist
when the play was originally produced on Broadway to cast a Black man,
the new artistic director
added, “Now we have a
chance to meet the opportunity of the moment in
the present day, New
York.”
Mace also takes advantage of the current
moment by adding the
now all-too-familiar (some
might even say horridlyubiquitous) accessory of
our time – the mask – to
every character’s entrance and exit as a sad reminder of our shared
pandemic experience.
Maharaj said Felix and
Oscar’s marital woes —
the cause of them becoming reluctant roommates
— mirrored the experience of many couples dur-

ing the last two years.
He pointed to recent
articles reporting that divorce rates have skyrocketed because “many
people have been literally
in their apartment buildings in New York and
have not left for over a
year and a half.” The
same could be said, he
noted, of St. Pete or any
other city where “pod” living has led couples to reexamine
their
relationships.
At the end of the night,
the audience had the
comedic experience they
were hoping for; the production cements Simon’s
reputation as a comedic
genius, taking the audience on a non-stop journey of laughter (along
with a few moments of
drama).
Thanks to excellent
performances, the contemporary casting only
added to Simon’s depic-

tion of the complexity of
relationships. And directorial choices and casting
signal a courageous new
direction for American
Stage, as it moves boldly
into the country’s richly
multicultural and evermore-diverse future.
“The Odd Couple” is
in performance through
Nov. 21 at American
Stage, 163 3rd St. N, St.
Petersburg.
For information, visit
americanstage.org.
Times:
Wednesdays and Thursdays
@ 7 p.m.
Friday & Saturday Evenings
@ 8 p.m.
Saturday and Sunday
Matinees @ 2 p.m.
Prices:
Wednesday and Thursday
Evenings & Saturday
Matinees: $47
Sunday Matinees: $53
Friday Evenings: $53
Saturday Evenings: $57

Michael Burgess (right) and Damon Dennin (left) bring Neil Simon’s ‘The
Odd Couple’ to life with a contemporary flair at the American Stage.

I Think She’s The One
Stage Play

Producing Artistic Director
Rajendra Ramoon Maharaj

Andre is a very successful bachelor in search of
the woman who will become the love of his life.
While renovating his home, Andre temporarily
moves in with his old-school conservative grandmother. Nothing could have prepared him for the
twists and turns of dating while living under his
grandmother’s roof and trying to find "the one."

When: Saturday, November 20 at 7:30pm
(Doors open at 7:00pm)
Where: Ferguson Hall at the Straz Center
for the Performing Arts
1010 N. MacInnes Place
Tampa, FL
Cost: $23.75 – $33.75
Call: 813-229-7827
Purchase Tickets: https://bit.ly/30eEtw9
COVID-19 safety protocols will be implemented.
Review the Straz Center’s safety policy at strazcenter.org/safety
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com
Please join us on our Zoom Ministry Line:
Meeting ID: 226-033-6850 Dial-in #: 1-929-436-2866
Sunday Prayer Service: 9:00 a. m.
Sunday Church School: 9:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Tuesday Bible Study: 7:00 p.m.

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays

First Mount Pilgrim Evangelical
Missionary Baptist Church

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

But for me and my house, we will serve the Lord

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Sunday Worship Services

Reverend
Darrel W. Davis, Sr.
Pastor - Teacher

Sunday School 9:30 am • Worship Service 11:00 am
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7 pm
Bible Study Wednesday 7:30 pm

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

INSPIRATIONS
BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Love and Thanksgiving
In the name of JESUS “Let the words of
my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in thy sight O’LORD my
strength and my redeemer.”
“For GOD so loved the world, that he
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not perish, but
have everlasting life.”
“I plead the Blood of JESUS over the air
and the airways as we pray, praise and express our Love and Thanksgiving to an awesome and mighty GOD; who gives us
unconditional Love and is forever grateful
for our love and obedience to His most Holy
Word.
Father GOD, we come to you, in the
name of JESUS, thanking You for Your love,
omnipresence and victory as we press toward the mark of Your high calling in Your
Son JESUS CHRIST name.
Thank You LORD for Your love that
promises an eternal resting place!

2700 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33715
727-320-2709
lpdavismemorial@gmail.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Joshua 24:15

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Thank You LORD for Your Love that reminds us that “all things work together for
good for those who Love You and who are
called according to Your purpose”
Thank You LORD for your Love
through trials and tribulations.
Thank YOU LORD for your Love that
makes a way out of no way!
We Love You LORD and Thank You for
directing and guiding our footsteps each
and everyday!
Thank You LORD for speaking to our
hearts with Love.”
AMEN
“Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his life for his friends.”
“Have not I commanded thee? Be
strong and of a good courage; be not afraid,
neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy
God is with thee whithersoever thou goest.”

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
TODAY’S CHURCH Tampa Bay

The Sacred Posture of Sitting
“And Jesus closed the
book, and he gave it again
to the minister, and sat
down (Luke 4:20).”
Jesus, our example of
what it means to fully
human and fully divine,
went to a physical place of
worship regularly. The synagogue was his church.
When I visited Capernaum,
I had the opportunity to see
just how close the synagogue was to where Jesus
and his disciples spent
most of their time.
Not only was Jesus a
regular attendee of the synagogue, but he was an active participant in the
worship experience (Luke
4:15-21). He was on the
program and read the
scriptures.
Following

Jesus’ example leads us to
regular and active participation in a local assembly
so that we can fellowship
with others.
After doing his part in
the service, Jesus closed
the book of the Prophet
Isaiah, gave it to the
presider, and sat down in
his seat. Sitting is an appropriate posture for prayer.
Sitting is not any less sacred than kneeling, bowing, or standing.
When you sit in a
church service or your personal space, sit consciously
with intention. Give your
sitting meaning. Sitting
symbolizes resting in the
consciousness that all is
well. Understanding the
Kingdom Principle of Di-

vine Order brings you to
the awareness of your internal peace and empowers you to sit and rest in
that place of peace.
Paul, an apostle of
Jesus Christ, in his epistles
to the churches, often referenced Jesus being
seated at the right hand of
God (Colossians 3:1, Hebrews 12:2). After his resurrection and ascension,
Jesus sat in his power and
authority. Paul built upon
this idea and taught that
Jesus does not sit alone as
you are seated in heavenly
places with Christ Jesus
(Ephesians 1:20, 2:6).
Make practical application
of this posture and sit with
people as Jesus sat in the
congregation.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.friendshipstpetersburg.org
Email: fmbc3300@outlook.com
YouTube: FMBC The Ship
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EXPERIENCES
Sunday Worship ............................................................8:45 a.m. “The Hour of Power”
Sunday School.........................................................................................................8:00 a.m.
Wednesday in the Word........................................................................................................
12:30 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 599-819-6863 PASSWORD: 778769
7:00 p.m. via ZOOM - ACCESS CODE: 509-102-8823 PASSWORD: THESHIP
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.
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Dear Reader:

A Look At Bad Unity –
Matthew 27:19-23

God is Not Removed – When the
Journey Becomes Too Much
Scripture Study: 1 Kings 19:1-21

Pastor Brown began the
message with a reminder
from the prior week’s message about unity and three
types of unity, bad, broken,
and beautiful. With bad
unity our walk is not with
God, we work but our work
is without God and all we do
is about our will and pleasing ourselves and not God.
From today’s text we see
that we can be united
around fear that allows a
guilty man to go free and an
innocent man be crucified.
The crowd in this text just a
few days ago were united in
proclaiming Jesus Hosanna
in the highest. They saw
Jesus as a liberator and
emancipator. But now the
same crowd is broken.
They were influenced by
the chief priest and elders to
ask that Barabbas be set
free, and Jesus be crucified
allowing themselves to be
entangled with unity that
was influenced by those
who didn’t let good flow.
Pastor Brown posed
this question of the text,
What did they (chief priest
and elders) use to cause
broken unity? The first suggested response was It is
Possible that They Persuaded Some of the People
With Money. Sometimes
the love of money, we will
allow it to cause us to do
‘mad’ things. Some people
live to love money. The
bible tells us the love of
money and not money itself
is the root of all evil. In
Matthew 27:36 Judas returns the funds of his betrayal to the priest and the
elders. The priest took the
money, but they didn’t put
in the offering because it

was blood money. We need
to be aware that there are
chief priest and elders
among us who use money
matters and money tactics
to cause us to do all manner
of sin for money. Be careful
who we allow to get in our
ears for they can motivate
for good or harm (good
unity or bad unity). At the
end of life, money can’t get
us to heaven. Money can’t
give us joy and sometimes it
gives misery and pain.
The second possibility
from Matthew 26:59-66, It is
Possible That They Persuaded Some With Manipulation (trickery).
False
witnesses came against
Jesus. The only one who
spoke took what Jesus had
said and manipulated it to
accuse him of blasphemy
when Jesus spoke about destroying ‘this temple’ and
building it back in three
days.
Manipulation is
killing our communities,
churches, fellowship, trust,
and the vitality of what relationships in the community
and church should be.
Jesus heard the distortion
and manipulation of his
words but didn’t say anything to fight against it. He
chose not to speak to a lie.
Do we try to defend things
that don’t need defending?
Be careful not to listen to
the manipulators who take
things, turn it as they see fit,
which then causes us to
hate something that don’t
need to be hated or do
something that didn’t need
to be done.
The last possibility from
Matthew 27:41-43, It is Possible That They Persuaded
Some Through Mockery (a

Rev. Brian K. Brown,
Pastor
form of intimidation). In
verse 41 we see the chief
priests, scribes and elders
mocking Jesus saying he
saved others, himself he
cannot save. Those who are
mockers cannot persuade
others until they make a
mockery of what they view
as significant. Mockery
isn’t always what we do with
our mouths but what we do
with our lives, by pulling
people around us who don’t
fare as well as we do in
order to look better. Do we
accept mockery because we
don’t want to look bad, think
we’re small or insignificant
or we want to be part of the
in-crowd?
All of the tactics seen in
the text create something
that’s not good in our community, a broken community. When we’re all at our
best we all get blessed.
When we’re at our worst,
we all get cursed. At the
end of the day how can we
give our best if we’re living
and thriving in broken
unity? How can our community of faith, neighborhood, jobs, etc. be blessed if
the community is experiencing more broken unity
than beautiful unity?
Join us Sunday mornings in the sanctuary or via
live-stream on YouTube @
St Mark MBC at 10:20 for
Sunday School, worship
service at 10:45 a.m., and
bible study on Wednesdays
@ 7:00 p.m.

Dear Reader,
I’m not sure how my words will find you
when you read them, but I pray that they find
you well and bring you hope and perspective.
I recently read an article in the Associated Press which stated that more than
120,000 US kids had caregivers die during
the pandemic.
As I reflected on this article and began to
ponder the content of it, I could hear the Lord
speak these words to me, and this is what He
said:
“Seneca, I know them all by name, and I
know all about the details of their circumstances.”
He went on further and reminded me of
the sentiment that He and I share together.
You see, my wife and I have been involved in
ministry for a number of years, some of them
right down through our childhood years.
I’ve never lost sight of this sentiment as
He has blessed my wife and me with opportunities to minister to the forgotten, the
homeless, and the hopeless.
For years I have known that when I come
in contact with the homeless, I come in contact with doctors, lawyers, and world changers. In fact, I have even known that cures for
some of our most deadly illnesses can be
found in the hearts and minds of those who
may live within these circumstances. These
people are gifted, and they, too, are assets to
our community. They are not powerless; they
just have found themselves in a hard and
challenging place. You see, we all can lose
ourselves sometimes along the way.
One doesn’t have to be homeless to be
homeless, nor do they have to be completely
hopeless to be without hope. So many, in fact,
know the feeling of homelessness and hopelessness because they themselves have never
been made to feel at home. They are depressed, broken, and afraid. But I do believe
that the powerless can be empowered and reminded of their strength, just like Elijah, a
man of great strength and power, had to be
reminded and encouraged of his.
Elijah was a man of great strength and
power, despite his weak moment. So, judge
not with a stigma, lest you be judged, because one will never know the true contents
of a book by only reading a chapter.

In the previous chapter, Elijah had just
been courageous before he encountered fear
in the next. But his fear didn’t make him
weak; it simply made him human.
The only thing demonic about Elijah’s experience with anxiety and depression was the
behavior of Jezebel, the one who was his attacker – and the only thing demonic about
someone’s experience with mental health is
a stigma surrounding it because people
shouldn’t be attacked for hurting, people
shouldn’t be attacked for being broken, and
people shouldn’t be attacked for being depressed.
I would now like to speak to the hurting,
broken, and depressed.
Life is a journey of many steps, and you
sometimes can’t control what you encounter
along the way. You may know bravery in one
moment and fear in another. I pray and hope
you know that’s okay, too. When your journey becomes too much, the Lord will refresh
and restore your soul just like He did for Elijah, and just like the Lord your Shepherd
promised He would do for you in Psalm 23
verse 3.
Dear reader, God won’t be absent and He
won’t be removed when your journey becomes too much. He sees your brokenness
and understands why you are hurting. He
also knows you by name and the details of
your circumstances. So, if you are broken,
hurting, and depressed, know this: You are
not alone, and it is my prayer that this column
will make you feel as though you have a place
to belong and somewhere to call home.
I pray and hope that you will continue to
read the written content and stay connected
with us over the next few weeks.
Blessings and favor to you until next time
and until we meet again.
Share your story and prayer requests
at SenecaHoward.com/contact, and our team
will be sure to keep you lifted in our prayers.
P.S., Yours Truly,
The Writer Seneca Howard
www.SenecaHoward.com
About Seneca Howard
Seneca Howard is a pastor, author, mentor, and motivational speaker who inspires
the lives of others through crisis ministry,
counsel, and personal development.

Thankful That God Is In Control – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Paul writes this letter
during a time much like
ours where they experienced worries, concerns,
and problems that perplexed them. Paul reminds his readers that
they belong to the Lord
and because he is always
in control their posture before him should be one of
trusting him amidst the
trials. They should be
peaceful because of him
against the panic for the
Lord will triumph over the
trouble and times in which
they lived. In Colossians
1:14-18 which marries
verse 18 in 1 Thessalonians, Paul says no matter
what it looks like, what
you’re going through, no
matter what comes our
way, we should understand that God never lets

anything come without us
understanding that he is
not taken by surprise by
the circumstances of our
lives. God is not surprised
because before trouble
shows up he knows it’s
coming. He wants us to
know that no matter what,
our task is to be thankful
we have a God who is
above our problems,
knows how to meet us in
our problems and how to
bring us out of them.
A lot of things have
come in our lives that
were out of our control.
While we can’t control
what will come, there is
one who controls everything and while he controls everything he’s not
bound to control it like
we’d like. We don’t get to
tell God how to control

them. In all that happens
in our lives, God says be
thankful not for problems
but thankful he can control the things that are
happening. We should always be in a praying and
praise posture. Pastor
Brown posed this question of the text: Since God
is in control what will
thanksgiving produce?
The first point from
verse 16: Since God is in
control hope is found. No
matter what comes in our
lives because we’re always
thankful God is in control,
my thankfulness produces
for me hope that I can find
when hope shouldn’t be
there. Have you been in
circumstances
where
hope should not have
been present, but because
we know God is in control,

there was hope? Everything will not go our way,
but God will use everything to bring us to our expected
end.
Our
thanksgiving should wake
up the hope in us to realize if God is in control. It
doesn’t matter what is out
of control God is able to
take it, put it in control and
make it work for our good.
Hope says we don’t have
to fret, God will deliver.
The fastest way to receive
hope is to tell God thank
you.
The second point from
verse 16: Since God is in
control help is freed. Hebrews 4:16 tells us we find
grace to help in time of
need. We come to the
King through prayer.
Pray without ceasing says
we can petition God and

he will give an audience to
our issue, and we can find
grace to help in time of
need. Help can’t come out
until we go in. When we
go in prayer we secure
help will come out for our
needs. Are we not getting
help because we don’t go
in to God through
prayers? If we go in occasionally, help will come
out occasionally, etc.
Whatever we need, we
should take it to God in
prayer. If we are ceaseless
in our prayer then God
will be ceaseless in his
help.
From verse 18, the last
point: Since God is in control happiness is felt. Happiness is not worldly
happiness. This is not an
earthly, physical happiness but divine and

supreme happiness. This
happiness is defined by
God making all things
happen. Worldly happiness is marked by what is
happening around us.
Supreme happiness is
marked by God making
everything happen. It’s
not what is happening but
who makes all things happen. God has never failed.
He can take the good and
the bad and make something great happen out of
it. We should thankful
that God is in control.
Join us Sunday mornings in the sanctuary or
via
live-stream
on
YouTube @ St Mark MBC
at 10:20 for Sunday
School, worship service at
10:45 a.m., and bible study
on Wednesdays @ 7:00
p.m.
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Dream Defenders: The Freedom Column

October was Breast Cancer Awareness and
Domestic Violence Awareness Month:
Here’s what that means for Black women
BY JESSIKA WARD
Dream Defenders

October is not only the
month of spooky creepycrawly things. It’s also the
month that observes
breast cancer and domestic
violence awareness. In November, let’s continue the
conversation by highlighting how breast cancer and
domestic violence impact
Black women.
Both breast cancer and
domestic violence disproportionately
impact
African-American women.
Studies show that Black
women have a 31 percent
breast cancer mortality
rate — the highest of any
U.S. racial or ethnic group
— and are 2.5 times more
likely to be murdered by
men than white women.
These numbers should
not go without attention.
Among women younger
than 45, breast cancer incidence is higher among
African-American women
than white women. Triplenegative breast cancer is
diagnosed more often in
Black women than in
women of European descent in the United States.

“Younger women in
general, and younger
African-American women
in particular, are more
likely to present with the
triple-negative subtype of
the disease, a subtype that
is both more aggressive
and associated with a
higher mortality,” said
Breast Cancer Prevention
Partners (BCPP), a science-based policy and advocacy organization that
was founded in 1992 and
works to prevent breast
cancer.
“Over the past 20 years,
despite the universal drop
in mortality rates, we have
seen a rise in the incidence
of breast cancer in AfricanAmerican women.”
BCPP
encourages
Black women to be aware
of the beauty products they
use. Some of the chemicals
in products regularly marketed to Black women contain chemicals that can
cause cancer. These products include skin lighteners, hair perms, hair
relaxers, acrylic nails, and
Brazilian blowout treatments.
Skin lighteners, which
may also be marketed as

CONNECT WITH US!

skin lightening or spot and
acne removal creams and
lotions, often contain hydroquinone — a known endocrine disruptor — and
mercury. Hair relaxers
(both lye and non-lye) are
associated with hazards
such as chemical scalp
burn, scarring, dry skin,
baldness, eye irritation, and
dry, broken hair.
Hair relaxers are made
with a base of sodium hydroxide, guanidine hydroxide,
or
ammonium
thioglycolate, which are
high pH chemicals, and
can cause irreversible damage to both hair and scalp.
With that said, Black
women are encouraged to
avoid nail polishes that include toxic chemicals like
dibutyl
phthalate,
formaldehyde, and toluene
and bring a safer neutralizing shampoo to the salon
or simply go natural.
When shopping for
beauty products, read labels closely and find safer
alternatives using apps
and websites such as
thinkdirtyapp.com, ewg.
org/apps
(EWG’s
Healthy Living), and the
Good
Guide
(dara-

orourke.com/goodguide.
html).
More than 40 percent
of Black women will experience domestic violence in
their lifetime, according to
the Institute of Women’s
Policy Research’s Status of
Black Women in the
United States. Black
women are also 92 percent
more likely to be killed by
a person they know, and
the person will most likely
be a current or former intimate partner.
Roxane Gay, a feminist
and author who wrote the
book “Bad Feminist,” credits women accepting abuse
to the doings of the criminal justice system, fame,
and the media. In the chapter titled “Dear Young
Ladies Who Love Chris
Brown…,” Gay recalled
when she read about the
domestic violence dispute
between Chris Brown and
then-girlfriend Rhianna.
She said the violence
was treated as entertainment and because Chris
Brown was awarded two
Grammys after only receiving a slap on the wrist for
“his crime” that was “not an
isolated incident,” women

— famous, infamous, or
not famous at all — have all
been wronged by the example that was set.
“I am sorry our culture
has treated women so
poorly for so long that suffering abuse to receive
celebrity attention seems
like a fair and reasonable
trade. We have failed you
utterly,” Gay writes. “We
fail you every single time a
(famous) man treats a
woman badly, without
legal, professional, or personal consequence. Over
and over again, we tell you
it is acceptable for men—
famous, infamous, or not at
all famous— to abuse
women. We look the other
way. We make excuses. We
reward these men for their
bad behavior.”
Gay later challenged
policymakers to do something about domestic violence, saying it is hard for
women to leave relationships in which they are
being abused because they
often have nowhere to go
and the best out that is currently offered is a shelter
which is often unsafe or inadequate for a woman and
her children.

Jessika Ward
As I write this piece
about breast cancer and
domestic violence, I feel
that I must tell whoever is
reading to encourage a
woman or yourself to run
for office and create policies and programs that will
help other women.
We continue to have
national, state, and local
debates and conversations led by men about
abortion, birth control, reproductive freedom, domestic violence, cancer,
women’s health, and
other female issues. It’s
time for a change.
Imagine a world
where women make decisions for their own bodies, and women create
agencies and spaces
where women can be
safe. This can be a reality.
Jessika Ward is a journalist and the press secretary
for the Dream Defenders, a
youth-led organization that
organizes Black and Brown
youth to build power in
Florida communities to advance a new vision the
Dream Defenders have for
the state.

